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MORCOTT PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 27 February 2013 at 

7.30 pm in the Village Hall. 

Members present: Councillors P Martin, N Harding, D Joyce, N Traylen, M Whitfield, 

E Tyler.  In attendance: the Parish Clerk, Councillor E Baines, District Councillor and 

Maureen Allan, Chair of the sub-committee. Jane Williams was also in attendance to 

discuss the Morcott web site. 

One member of the public also attended for the whole meeting. 

1. Apologies: received from Councillor A Towell.  

 
2. Minutes of the Parish Council meeting of 7 November 2012: had been 

previously circulated and were approved by the meeting and signed by the 

Chair.  Minutes of the extraordinary meeting held on 30 January 2013 were 

also approved and signed by the Chair. 

 

3. Matters Arising 

 A street light on Back Lane is crumbling and needs replacing.  RCC have 

agreed to fund 50% of the cost.  MPC is to go ahead and get the work 

done and then invoice RCC for the sum of £432.60; our contact for this is 

Paul Slater at RCC. 

 At the request of Councillor Tyler, Councillor Baines updated the meeting 

on the question of payment for school transport.  It is now to go before 

senior management on 12 March.  On the 21 March it is with the scrutiny 

panel and thereafter to cabinet and possibly to a full council meeting.  We 

will be kept updated. 

 With regard to the Code of Conduct that the PC has to sign up to, MPC 

has adopted the NALC form and all relevant forms have been signed. 

4. Report from the sub committee 

Maureen Allan attended the meeting to bring the PC up to date with various 

aspects of the Village plan.   

The final version of the plan has now been produced, subject to the correction 

of a few spelling and typographical errors.  The sub-committee is very pleased 

with the final document; it now contains up to date census information and the 

whole thing looks very professional.  Councillor Harding made the point that the 

document was as agreed by the Parish Council, this view was supported by 

Councillor Joyce with the caveat that some of the pictures purported to be of  
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Morcott 2013 were clearly from a number of years ago.  He felt that a one line 

comment to this effect should be inserted into the document.  

Maureen Allan expressed her thanks to Kevin Yates who has given a lot of help 

and time to provide us with a most professional looking document.  The format 

of the completed version is to be bound and finished with a laminate cover.  

Mock ups of the finish were shown to the meeting and the format was approved 

by councillors.  The cost of printing will be £315 for 50 copies; the document will 

also be placed on the website so villagers can download it if required. 

Councillor Harding raised a point as to whether the 2011 village questionnaire 

should be in the plan.  After discussion it was decided to leave this out.  

Councillor Harding then proposed that the Village plan be adopted subject to the 

slight amendments discussed and this was seconded by Councillor Tyler. 

Maureen Alan raised the topic of an annual review of the plan and when this 

might be instigated.  Councillor Joyce commented that, if the sub-committee 

was retained they would have to sign up to t code of conduct.  Could they not be 

disbanded and reformed annually for a review?  Councillor Baines made the 

point that in Uppingham the plan committee had merely signed a disclaimer and 

we could get a copy from the Town Clerk. Parish clerk, please obtain the 

relevant form. 

Discussion then moved to a formal launch of the plan although the final 

document will not be available until April.  Councillors will consider the best way 

to launch the plan. 

Finally a letter has been received from Jeremy Dawson of Strutt and Parker 

saying that Mr & Mrs Rowley noted the that villagers were keen to see a formal 

village green/play area and could we contact S&P so any ideas could be 

discussed in principle.  The meeting agreed that the sub-committee should draft 

suitable reply for the chair to sign.       

    

5. Morcott Village Website 

Jane Williams was present to explain how the website could be used by the 

council.  Jane had originally proposed that minutes of meetings could be 

posted on the website.  Councillor Whitfield had suggested that planning 

applications could go on the site.  Councillors Traylen and Harding were in 

favour of this, Councillor Joyce expressed reservations and did not approve 

saying that should the system of notification by RCC work efficiently (which it 

does not) then this would not be needed.  Councillor Baines noted that the 

notification system is not working efficiently and discussion ensued regarding  
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these delays.  The meeting voted on these matters and it was decided that 

minutes could go on the website but planning applications would not. 

 

6. Finance Report      

 

Income 
 
Allotment rents (Page, Devenyi)     £  30.00 
Memorial tablet fee (T Martin)     £  67.00 
Burial Fees (B Slack & R Foster)     £701.00 
Bank interest (July 2012)      £    2.90 
VAT refund        £  45.00 
 
       Total  £845.90 
 
Expenditure 
Morcott Village Hall, hire fee      £168.00  
Colin Heasell Final grass cut & hedge trim    £135.50 
Clerk’s expenses to 31 January      £  10.00 
 
          Total  £313.50 
 
Account balances:  Current £2177.86; Deposit £5760.67 
Cheque to be presented £40.88, credit to be applied £45 
Adjusted C/A balance £2181.98 
To pay:     Clerk’s expenses Aug – Oct. £40.88 & Nov – Dec. £10.00  
          
Councillors please note: An invoice has now been received from RCC in respect of 
Clerk’s salary for this financial year (June, September & December quarters) for 
£1389.00. This is incorrect by £160 as they have charged VAT on the last two 
quarters salary payments; the adjusted total of £1229 will be paid. 
 
The finances were adopted as presented; this was proposed by Councillor Harding 

and seconded by Councillor Traylen.  The meeting then agreed to an initial print run 

of 50 copies of the Village plan at a cost of £315; copies will be available to villagers 

at a cost of £5 each. 

 

7. Planning 

Applications 

 Retrospective application for replacement/repair of rear fence at Firdale 
Barns, High Street, Morcott, LE15 9DY 

 Prune 1 Chestnut and 1 Apple tree at Mill House, Wrangdyke Close, 
Morcott 
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 Reduce height to 5m and spread to 4.1m of 3 x Whitebeam trees at The 
Granary, Back Lane, Morcott 

 Reduce height of 2 Cypress trees to 5m. Group of Great Willow and Ash 
saplings to be reduced by 5m, crown reduce 1 Sorbus tree by 1.5 m. 1 
Weares Close, Morcott 

 Installation of a 10kWp Photovoltaic Array mounted on a 4.3 m mast, 
max. height to be 7.2m. 

 Appeal by Mrs R Martin of Firdale House, 1 Willoughby Road, Morcott 
against decision to reclad or repaint existing garden shed in a darker 
colour. 

Decisions 

 

 Fell 1 Holly tree and 1 Elder tree at 18-20 High Street, Morcott, LE15 
9DN, APPROVED 

 Retrospective application for replacement/repair of rear fence at Firdale 
Barns, High Street, Morcott, LE15 9DY. APPROVED 

 Prune 1 Chestnut and 1 Apple tree at Mill House, Wrangdyke Close, 
Morcott. APPROVED 

 Reduce height of 2 Cypress trees to 5m. Group of Great Willow and Ash 
saplings to be reduced by 5m, crown reduce 1 Sorbus tree by 1.5 m. 1 
Weares Close, Morcott. APPROVED 

 
The tree warden, Councillor Joyce reported that 3 weeks ago, a chain saw 
was used to cut back a tree in the churchyard without the relevant 
applications.  A third has been taken off the tree and RC planning has not 
approached the Parish Council.  It may be that this was at the request of the 
Parochial Church Council and Councillor Baines will investigate.   
 

8. Items arising from meeting on 30/1/2013 

The Parish Council has delegated the clerk to be the responsible person to 

grant dispensations to councillors when discussing items that might lead to a 

conflict of interest, for example, setting the precept. 

A47 

Councillor Baines has discussed the A47 safety measures with Dave Brown.  

Two main points to report; an anti- skid surface would be put on the A47 and 

they also believe that funding will be available to provide a safe right turn onto 

the A6121.  This is not definite but was mentioned in a very positive way.  At 

present the Police still will not give support to the to a reduction in the speed 

limit through the Village.  Councillor Whitfield would like the 50mph signs moved 

so that cars cannot see the end of the 50mph zone and speed up within the 

confines of the Village. 
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Discussion ensued and a point was made that if the anti-skid surface created 

even more noise that the road does at present, it not be welcome. With regard 

to the 50mph speed limit it was suggested that a letter to the new Police 

Commissioner, Sir Clive Loder, who lives in Wing might be in order if we get no 

further through normal channels. 

Village speed limit 

The question of a lower speed through the Village centre was discussed.  The 

village survey gave the following results: 

20mph limit  -  43 in favour 

30mph limit  -  40 in favour 

Additionally, those in favour of traffic calming measures by lowering the speed 

limit were 39 without specifying a speed. 

Should this go ahead the Council would want it to apply to the whole village and 

not just the High Street.  Councillor Baines will consult with Dave Brown and 

advise us whether it is worth applying for a lower whole village speed limit. 

 

 

9.  Any other business 

Two villagers have raised the question of the stile at the bottom of Pingle 

Lane saying it has been replaced by planking.  This is not the case, it is 

just that the stile steps had rotted to such an extent that they became 

dangerous and were removed.  Councillor Joyce said that the stile would 

be repaired and returned to its former state very shortly. 

 Leicestershire County Council hosts a website page for Parish Councils 

which has been free in the past.  They are now proposing to charge for 

this service.  In view of the limited content on the Morcott page the 

Council decided to opt out of the scheme.  Clerk to action. 

 The application for a grant to the War memorial trust has been made.  

However they will not fund the replacement of all the letters as only some 

are damaged.  Clerk has contacted the restorer to try and obtain a new 

quote. 

 The villager present at the meeting raised a number of points regarding 

parking on the High Street.  A van from Redmile Solar Power has been 

parked in such a way that people are having difficulty seeing to get out of 

their drives; he will speak to the owner but wished to appraise the Parish 

Council of the problem.  The question of other cars parking on the High 

Street was also mentioned.  Councillors said that they were not parked 

illegally and Police have, in the past, said that the cars act as a traffic 

calming measure. 
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 The clerk told the meeting that due to increasing personal and work 

commitments he could no longer continue in post.  The clerk will give 

formal notice in writing to the chair and has agreed to cover the next 

meeting and, if required, to the end of July.  

 

10. Date of next meeting:   

 

The next full Parish Council meeting will be held on Wednesday 15 May 2013. 

 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.50 pm. 


