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MINUTES of Morcott Parish Council meeting held on Tuesday 10
th 

March 2015 in Morcott 

Village Hall. 

 

91/14 CHAIRS OPENING REMARKS:  The chair welcomed members and the public. 

 

92/14 ATTENDANCE REGISTER: Councillors N. Harding (chair), M. Allan,  

D. Joyce, P. Martin, N. Traylen, B. Tyler & M. Whitfield. 

 

County Councillor Edward Baines and eight members of the public. 

93/14 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: None 

 

94/14    DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS AND REQUESTS FOR 

DISPENSATION:  None 

 

95/14    TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 

9
TH 

DECEMBER 2014: Proposed by Cllr Tyler, seconded by Cllr Whitfield, that 

the minutes be approved. Unanimously agreed. 

  
96/14 TO APPROVE THE REPORT OF THE EXTRA-ORDINARY MEETING  

HELD ON MONDAY 19
TH

 JANUARY 2015: Proposed by Cllr Traylen, 

seconded by Cllr Whitfield, that the minutes be approved. Unanimously agreed 

 

97/14 CLERK’S REPORT AND ACTIONS SINCE THE LAST MEETING AS 

ATTACHED: The electricity supply to the light in the telephone box where the 

defibrillator is now housed was considered; the light bulb may need to be changed 

frequently, the cost of the electricity is minimal. 

 

 

98/14    

 

DEMOCRATIC 10 MINUTES. AN OPPORTUNITY FOR THE 

ELECTORATE TO SPEAK ON ANY SUBJECT RELATING TO THE  

VILLAGE: 

 

 Eric Hazelwood advised council that he had been in contact with an officer of  

 Rutland County Council on two occasions to request the removal of the signs left  

 by contractors on the A47. He will continue to pursue this and was given a  

 reference number 80072. 

 

 Marilyn Clayton and Mike Debar both raised concerns about the closure of the  

White Horse Inn. 

 

Jane Williams informed members that Parish Council news and minutes was the 

item most visited on the Morcott website. 

 

99/14    
 

TO CONSIDER VILLAGE GRASS CUTTING CURRENTLY CUT ONLY: 

Members agreed to defer this item until more information from Rutland County 

Council is available. 
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100/14 TO RECEIVE THE SCHEDULE OF ACCOUNTS SINCE LAST MEETING: 

Proposed by Cllr Whitfield, seconded by Cllr Allan, that the accounts be received 

Unanimously agreed. 

 

101/14 TO CONSIDER ROAD NAME BUTT LANE/COCK PIT LANE AND 

REQUEST TO RCC FOR SIGNAGE: It appears that in 2006 the naming of the 

road was discussed and a resolution made that the road leading from the A47 down 

past Fydell Road should be named The Cockpit. Rutland County Council where 

informed of this decision and a request was made to put signage in place. This was 

never implemented: Proposed by Cllr Allan, seconded by Cllr Joyce to request 

Rutland County Council put a sign in place before the impending Wing Road 

closure. Unanimously agreed 

 

102/14  

 

 

 

 

103/14  

TO CONSIDER VILLAGE GRASS CUTTING CURRENTLY CUT ONLY: 

 

Members agreed to defer this item pending more information. 

 

 

TO CONSIDER A REQUEST TO RUTLAND COUNTY COUNCIL FOR 

THE GRITTING OF WILLOUGHBY ROAD AND COCK PIT LANE: 

The gritting of Willoughby Road and The Cockpit were originally on Rutland 

County Council’s winter gritting list but seems to have been removed. Cllr Baines 

was not aware of any policy to grit minor roads but will look into it on behalf of 

Morcot Parish Council. Members agreed to defer this item until the next meeting 

pending more information from Rutland County Council. 

 

It was noted that drilling was to take place in Willoughby Road to try and establish 

the egress of water. Also there is a broken man hole cover that requires urgent 

attention. 

 

 

104/14 OPTIONS FOR VILLAGE CONSULTATION AND ACTION IN 

RELATION TO THE WHITE HORSE.”  Concerns had been raised by villagers 

on the lack of information and action. Cllrs Allan and Joyce reported on their 

meeting  with Burghley 

  

Points raised: 

 

 If the property is put up for disposal, or an application for change of use 

submitted could it be registered as a community asset? 

 Apply for listed building status? Cllr Baines advised this would unlikely but 

to note that in the Conservation Area Appraisal which has the status of 

Supplementary Planning Guidance  it has been noted as an important 

building. 

 

There had been no response from Burghley Estates to a letter and four emails 

from Council. 
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Members agreed that the Burghley Estates manager be invited to meet with 

residents of the village at the Parish meeting scheduled for 14
th

 April 2015. 

 

  

 

105/14 

                                                                                                                     

TO CONSIDER VILLAGE FOOTPATHS: A map had been drawn up by John 

Williams for discussion by council. Councillors considered a staged approach to the 

three sections of footpaths indicated on the map. 

Stage one A-E, possibly the easiest to establish. 

Stage 2 E - G  more difficult north side of the river 

Stage 3 G – I possibly less than 50% to implement. 

 

Members agreed that an informal approach by Cllr Joyce and Cllr Traylen to the 

land owners of stage 1 

 

106/14 COMMUNITY INFRASTRUCTURE LEVY CONSULTATION: This being 

either section 106 or CIL monies raise by Rutland County Council from developers 

for infrastructure purposes. If a town or village has a Neighbourhood Plan in place 

and more than 10 properties are built the levy would be 25%, if no such plan is in 

place the levy is 15% for properties over 10. It is hoped that the monies raised is no 

limited to Rutland’s two towns.  

It was agreed that MPC would respond to the consultation restating their previous 

request that the villages had a fair share of CIL revenues raised and that in 

particular that consideration should be given to funding a play facility in Morcott. 

 

107/14 

 

CALL FOR SITES 2015: The proposed methodology has been changed by 

 Rutland County Council. Rather than there being a “Call for Sites”in early  

2015 they  are likely to go directly to  a revised “Issues and Options” consultation  

In  the autumn. Any additional sites put forward will be picked up at this stage. 

 

108/14 TO CONSIDER ADVISING LOCAL LANDOWNERS AND RUTLAND 

COUNTY COUNCIL PROBLEMS RELATING TO STILES: The clerk was 

requested to speak with Rutland County Council about the poor state of repair of 

some of the stiles particularly the one at the top of Mount Pleasant Road and the 

stile on the map reference E284.  Members would have preferred that the newly 

installed kissing gates are made of wood rather than metal to be in keeping the rural 

aspect of the village. 

 

109/14 PINGLE LANE:  DAMAGE TO WALLS AND VERGES/PAVEMENT, 

CAUSED BY DELIVERY VEHICLES TURNING IN A CONFINED SPACE 

Although council agreed that this was a problem it was agreed that it is a civil 

matter  but council would monitor the situation. 

 

110/14 TO CONSIDER THE LACK OF INFORMATION PASSED ON TO THE 

PARISH COUNCIL BY CONTRACTORS AND COUNTY REGARDING 

THE NATURE OF WORK TO BE CARRIED OUT IN THE VILLAGE:   

Although information had been received about the repair to the bridge on Wing 

Road, but no information had been received from by Rutland County Council  
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relating to works in Pingle Lane. A request be made to Rutland County Council to 

advise the clerk when work is due in Morcott. 

 

The chairman has been in contact with Western Power who during the 2015/2016 

financial year will continue to lay cables underground. Western Power are liaising 

with British Telecom in the hope that telephone wires will be laid underground at 

the same time. When this work is completed the old wooden poles in the village 

will be removed; because of this new columns and lamps will need to be installed.  

                                                                                                                       
The clerk has requested financial assistance from Rutland County Council. Western 

Power will advise council when the work will commence. 

 

A question arose about the 5 or 6 transformers in the village. 

 

 

111/14 

                                                                                                       

TO CONSIDER AMENDING STANDING ORDERS TO TAKE INTO 

ACCOUNT NEW LEGISLATION REGARDING RECORDING AND 

FILMING MEETINGS: Proposed by Cllr Harding, seconded by Cllr Tyler, that 

the standing orders be amended and the protocol for recording and filming be 

attached. Unanimously agreed. 

 

112/14 APPLICATIONS FOR PLANNING PERMISSION: 

 

0148/CAT – Fell 1 No. Prunus Tree. Walnut Tree Farm, 2, Station Road, Morcott, 

LE15 9DX.  Mr C. Lucas. Recommended for approval, 

 

113/14 CONSIDERATION TO ISSUES RAISED BY THE PUBLIC DURING THE 

DEMOCRATIC 10 MINUTES: Item raised by the public had been addressed 

during the meeting. 

 

114/14 CORRESPONDENCE:  

Minutes of the Parish Forum 

Standard Committee minutes 

 
115/14 PARISH MEETING/AGM: Parish meeting 14

th
 April 2015. Annual General 

Meeting 20th May 2015. 

 

 

 

 

 

Meeting closed at 9.20.p.m. 

 

 

 

 

Clerks Report 



Pot holes Back Lane/Gullies: Response from Neil Tomlinson:  I have asked Rob Baxter, 

Highway Inspector, to have a look at Back Lane, with a view to addressing the potholes along 

there.  Unfortunately, we do not have the funds available to carry out large scale patching this 

financial year.  The only way to address the rutting to the verges is to install heavy duty 

kerbing to the radii, again, something that I do not have funding for this year.  I will ask Rob 

to look at more extensive patching works after April, budgets permitting.   

Potential budget constraints over the upcoming years will mean that many areas that look 

‘unsightly’, but are not dangerous will have to remain. This is the unfortunate financial 

position that Local Authorities find themselves in at these times. 

  

The gully cleaner is currently in the County at the moment, and is due to visit Morcott within 

the next 2-3 weeks.  The gullies on Back Lane are cleansed annually, and the last cleanse was 

in March 2014.  New software that we have been using this year will enable us to target our 

future maintenance regimes to those gullies that collect more silt than other, possibly 

allowing us to cleanse them more than once per year. 

  

Telephone box light: Report from Cllr Harding. The lights in the phone box are now 

replaced. The tubes have an expected life of 5000 hrs but I note that they are on 24 hrs, this 

will result in needing to replace them within 6 months. It will be worthwhile Fitting a timer 

switch or on off switch. We need to discuss this.  

There are lights on the defibrillator, but seemingly not bright enough. I have managed to 

make a security key that opens the lighting unit. Replacement is now not a problem 

replacement fluorescent tubes spec' is G5. 8watt, 300mm length X2. 

 

Western Power cabling: No news as to when further work will be carried out in the village 

but I do have a contact number should it be required, a new lamp post and lantern have been 

installed. 

Willoughby Road water problems: Trial hole is being dug towards back end of next week. 

The White Horse Inn: Regardless of a letter and four emails to Burghley Estates requesting 

the latest position, no response has been received.  

Signage – Petrol Station:  The signs are outside the highway boundary limits and on private 

land Rob Baxter, Highway Inspector, has visited the site several times, following calls from a 

Morcott resident, and the signs are not a real danger. 

Cemetery Wall: Message from Patrick Loque. Due to end of year budget pressures the 

works should precede after April, the new property manager has all the costs to repair various 

churchyard/cemetery boundary walls and footpaths around the county and I have listed this 

one as a priority item   

 

Report from Cllr Whitfield 

 

The extension of the permissive footpath on the north side of the stream to the Wing Road 

and Station Road as suggested by David.  I believe a majority of us favoured this idea but 

there was not a resolution on the matter. 

 



Recording of PC meetings - as I recall, we briefly discussed the need to adjust our standing 

orders to permit this at our meeting last July and deferred the matter until the November 

meeting, but it has not been mentioned again. 

 

The two dangerous stiles. -  

Shortly before Christmas I “road tested” the one into the field at the top of Mount Pleasant 

Road and nearly came a cropper getting back down to the road.  The height down from the 

step on to the ground is too great for those whose joints are not as sound as they once 

were.  After Christmas, a post appeared extending upwards on one side of the stile.  This 

looked as though it would provide useful lateral support but, when I tried it out, the post 

proved to be too far from the step and I nearly came a cropper again. Mysteriously, the post 

was taken down two or three days later. -  

The other dangerous stile is, as previously mentioned, on footpath E284 at grid reference 

E. 492663 N. 301159 which is some 60m east of where E284 intersects E286. Putting that 

into words, cross the stream at the bottom of Pingle Lane and enter the field through the new 

kissing gate. Walk up to the top right hand corner of the field and go through the new kissing 

gate there.  Turn right and follow the hedge for 60m and you arrive at the stile in 

question.  It would be more suitable for an assault course, except that is structurally unsound, 

which the armed services would not permit on any of their training grounds. -  

I would be happy to accompany you on inspections of either/both these styles if you so wish. 

 

 


