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Complying with the Transparency Code for Smaller Authorities: MPC website 

MPC needs to comply with the Transparency Code for Smaller Authorities. Much more 

information must be published than in the past, and it must be published on a website.  

This means Agendas, Minutes, Councillors list, Internal Audit Report, Annual Governance 

Statement, End of Year Accounts, Items of Expenditure above £100. 

At the Clerk’s request, I have considered: 

1. Posting this information within the Parish Council section of 

https://morcott.wordpress.com/ 

2. Setting up a new standalone website using another free/cheap web package. 

3. Using a website template under the umbrella of http://www.localcouncils.org/   

Conclusions 

1. The current Morcott online presence has the benefit of being free and easy to use, but it 

relies on an independent volunteer(s) and is therefore not a reliable long term ‘home’ for 

MPC information.  The site also covers all aspects of village life of which the Parish Council 

page is just one tab; it lacks the formality/legal compliance that MPC is aiming for. 

2. Registering a URL, finding/buying a website template and sourcing a reliable hosting 

company will incur both set-up and annual costs and involve a fair amount of 

clerk/councillor input to ensure it meets the Parish Council’s needs both now and in the 

future (and neither of these individuals is particularly ‘tecchie’). 

3. Locally-based web company 2Commune.com has already designed a template aimed at 

local government organisations. It is already used by the Leicestershire & Rutland 

Association of Local Councils, by Oakham Town Council and by Uppingham Town Council. 

2Commune host the site, but Content may be added by any person in possession of log-in 

details and password, without requiring any intervention from 2Commune.  A template for 

Morcott already exists (http://morcott.leicestershireparishcouncils.org/ ) and is waiting to 

be adopted by us, subject to costs being agreed. 

Using this software is straightforward (according to Susan); there is the flexibility to add 

numerous pages and documents to deal with whatever info we need to upload. 

Cost: Is expected to be £50-£75+VAT per year including technical support, which I is 

considerably cheaper than starting from scratch. (I expect to have a firm quote by 28 July.) 

https://morcott.wordpress.com/
http://www.localcouncils.org/
http://morcott.leicestershireparishcouncils.org/


If we really want to register our own URL such as MorcottParishCouncil.org, we’re still able 

to do this, and have it ‘point’ to the leicestershireparishcouncils.org site. Oakham Town 

Council does this.  

Recommendation 

I recommend that MPC uses http://morcott.leicestershireparishcouncils.org/ to host its 

official website, so that we are compliant with the Transparency Code and so that there is a 

permanent standalone ‘home’ for all MPC information, regardless of future personnel 

changes. 

I propose that the Clerk, the Chair and the councillor with responsibility for Media (currently 

me) all have password access to the site. 

I propose that the village email alert system continues to be used to tell villagers about each 

new MPC posting, with a simple message eg ‘The Agenda for Morcott Parish Council’s next 

meeting on XX.XX.2015 is now available on MPC’s website HERE’ ..... and that will include an 

HTML link to the appropriate page on the standalone website.  

I propose retaining the Parish Council ‘page’ on the existing village website, with basic 

contact info there and a link to the standalone site. We therefore do not lose existing 

awareness/presence, simply gain the more formal web presence that is required under the 

Transparency Code. 

 

Jane Williams 
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