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DEGRADED KERBSTONES IN MORCOTT. 
 
The fired clay kerb blocks used in Morcott and some other villages in Rutland, were 
originally manufactured using brick making production techniques. Clay was forced 
into moulds, dried and then kiln fired to a temperature of up to 1300 cent. There is 
evidence on original old Morcott blocks of salt glaze during the firing, ( this adds a 
sheen to the surface and reduces water absorbtion to the block ). 
Each kerb block measures 37. x 24 x 8 cms with a chamfer on one face. 
 
The original kerbs in Morcott have degraded over the years and many are now  
broken to the point where they may become dangerous.  Efforts have been made to 
repair damaged sections of kerb by turning the blocks over to present a less worn 
face, however this presents a sharper edge which becomes more vulnerable to 
damage. 
Approximately 20 years ago, the Parish Council commissioned a supply of new fired 
clay kerb blocks to the original design, some of these can be seen in Willoughby Rd,  
Wing Rd, and the corner of Station Rd. Unfortunately the remaining stock of these 
disappeared from County Highways storage yard. 
 
Durability :     
The use of fired clay in architecture is generally limited to brick and tile work and 
decorative features.  In the British climate the durability of fired clay kerbing is poor 
compared with stone or concrete equivalents. 
Fired clay will not withstand the impact of vehicle wheels or heavy duty tyres. ( this 
impact could be reduced with a lower speed limit ) 
Water absorbtion rate for A class fired clay is 4.5% and for B class 7% approx.  
A combination of water and salt ingress results in freezing and gradual breaking 
down of the clay surface. ( this can be seen in some blocks as a network of fine 
white (salt) cracks on the surface. 
 
Appearance : 
The short length of each block (37cms), may be seen as appropriate in scale to the 
Morcott street scene and allows them to be laid around a fairly sharp radius.         
The neutral dark fired colour also is appropriate to the village architecture.                                                       
The slight glaze on original examples can give some reflection of car headlights at 
night. 
The new blocks are by comparison red in colour (lower firing temp) and lack any 
glazing. 
 
RECOMMENDATION : 
 
The Parish Council should meet with County Highways to discuss the problem and seek solutions. 
 
As a short term measure the Council should identify kerb blocks that are broken to the point of 
becoming a hazard and these should be replaced using a small number of blocks stored at the side of 
the Village Hall. 
 
That a price comparison is made of all possible alternative kerbing materials, to determine a Parish 
Council decision on a suitable replacement and proceed to a plan for gradual replacement, section by 
section of damaged areas.               
                                                                                                                N Harding,   06/07/2015.           


