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WELCOME BACK 

Many people were sorry to see the Parish Magazine finish in December. While it’s not 
possible to print copies in the old format, we are glad to re-start a digital magazine in time 
for Easter. Spring is here, please God we will safely come out of Lockdown and there will be 
more to talk about in the future! 

This Magazine is available on the Village Website in PDF format so that it can be read online 
OR downloaded and printed at home.  

The PCC is also printing a few copies to deliver by hand to villagers who value the magazine 
but do not have access to the internet. If you know of anyone in this position, please 
contact Eric Hazelwood and we will add them to our list for a printed copy. There is no 
charge for this.   
 

 
APRIL LETTER FROM THE VERY REVEREND CHRISTOPHER ARMSTRONG 

Use it or lose it! 

Dear Friends, 

Our churches are all in excellent condition, thanks to the care of a wide range of folk and 
the commitment of a small group who get things done. However, it is not the woodworm 
that will close your church but you – especially if you don’t go! 

The staff and wardens in the Benefice have worked tirelessly 
during the pandemic to fulfil their duties to both church and 
community, knowing that many churches will not survive the 
lockdown.   

Will ours?  It’s an open question. The nation holds its breath, 
but the risk will be in the number of folk not wanting church 
and public worship when the lockdown ends. 

Now I understand that a large percentage of the population are not practising Christians yet 
among them there is a strong groundswell of support for the local church, seeing it as an 
asset to community life. They will do all they can to support socially and financially. There 



 

 

are others whose lives have been touched by faith but either too busy or only lukewarm in 
their interest. And then there are the committed who keep the faith alive in your 
community. This is a wild generalisation but we could put this diagrammatically, like a 
target: the uninterested, the distant supporters, occasional church-goers and the 
committed in the centre. 

Some research was done in Oxford after the last (2011) census on the ‘nones’ – those who 
have no interest in religion when they answered the voluntary question. The research 
found that the ‘nones’ were not against religious practise in any way; the majority were 
ignorant of it and would be happy to know more. This is a national problem – not peculiar 
to Rutland – but together we can change the picture dramatically. 

What I am asking, seriously, is for all of us to improve our game if we want our local church 
to survive and flourish. An especial plea for that middle group in the target, the lukewarm. 
If you were to come to church a little more regularly – say once a month – then your church 
would flourish and its future would be assured. 

Christopher Armstrong 

Priest-in-Charge 

 

CHURCH SERVICES AND NOTICES FOR APRIL 

Our Benefice of five villages is re-introducing services IN our churches at Easter. Between 
them, our Priest-in-Charge Christopher and Reader Ann will offer at least one service each 
month in each church: when possible this will be Holy Communion. 

There will also be a Zoom service every Sunday at 11am. This will be ‘live streamed’ from a 
church with Broadband (Barrowden and South Luffenham) or come from the Rectory’s 
dining room table. If you are not getting Zoom invitations by email, please contact Jane. 

Note that communal singing is still not permitted. Where possible, a ‘cantor’ will sing one or 
two hymns for the congregation to follow, but this may not always be possible. 

We are unable to have an Easter Day service in Morcott. The options are detailed below. 

Services This Month: 

Thursday 1st April Maundy Thursday  

Christopher is filming a ‘Walking Meditation’ which can be watched on YouTube from 6pm. 
The link will be available from http://wellandfosse.org nearer the time. 

http://wellandfosse.org/


 

 

Friday 2nd April   

2.00 pm - Ann Robinson leads a Good Friday Meditation on Zoom 

Easter Day 4th April 

9.30 am South Luffenham Holy Communion (by 
Extension); Ann Robinson. To allow for social 
distancing, phone 01780 729 515 to book a seat. 

11am Barrowden Holy Communion; Christopher 
Armstrong. To allow for social distancing, phone 
01572 748797 to book a seat.  This will be ‘live 
streamed’ on Zoom for people watching from home. 

Sunday 11th April 

9.30am Duddington Holy Communion; Christopher Armstrong. 

11am Morcott Holy Communion by Extension; Ann Robinson 

11am Zoom Church online from the Rectory 

Sunday 18th April  

9.30am Tixover Holy Communion; Christopher Armstrong 

9.30am South Luffenham Holy Communion by Extension; Ann Robinson 

11am Zoom Church online from the Rectory 

Friday 23rd April – St George’s Day   

12.00 pm Celebrate England’s Patron Saint at Barrowden Church Holy Communion; 
Christopher Armstrong. 

Sunday 25th April  

9.30am South Luffenham Morning Worship; Ann Robinson 

11am Barrowden Holy Communion; Christopher Armstrong. Live-streamed on Zoom 

 

 



 

 

The Great Morcott Bake-off 

Have you heard about the Easter Hot Cross Bun 
competition? Bake as many as you like to share with 
family/neighbours but set one aside for Rutland Gourmet 
Sarah Rivett to judge! 

Use any recipe from Mary Berry to your granny’s. There are two 
classes: Children 16 and under; Adults. Deliver 1 bun from your batch to Sarah’s kitchen 
door by 3pm on Easter Saturday 3 April. Remember to include your name and address 
when delivering your Covid-safely wrapped hot cross bun. Add your age if 16 or under.  

Winners announced Monday on the village website, and prizes will be delivered.  

Ready, steady BAKE! 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

The April Garden 

The days are lengthening… and so are the weeds!  Perennial weeds were busy growing over 
the winter, while we were toasting our toes in front of the fire.  If you haven’t already done 
so, now is definitely the time to fork over the beds and borders removing the weeds, with 
roots intact.   It is also a good time to clear away any dead plant material which will allow 
fresh growth and the spring bulbs to grow unimpeded.  Unfortunately, this winter’s 
alternating cold and wet spells really hit hard some perennials and finished a few off 
completely in our garden.  Close inspection will determine if your salvias, penstemons 
verbenas etc. have indeed perished or just delayed initial growth.  A few days of warm sun 
will trigger buds to burst. So, if you are still unsure if they have made it, hang on a day or 
two and signs of life might appear. Another way of checking for life on both perennials and 
shrubs is to scrape a small notch on the surface of a stem with your thumbnail.  If it is green 

underneath, there is life in your plant.   

Now is also a good time to put in the plant supports for those 
larger perennials.  Undertaking this task now means the plants 
have an opportunity to grow up and through the supports 
disguising the frames as they grow.  I have to say there is nothing 
worse than seeing poor plants surrounded by canes and tied with 
string, trussed up like chickens come June time! 

Bulbs are now in full swing, so take some photos of your spring display.  These images are a 
great reference later when browsing through the autumn bulb catalogues, thereby taking 
out the guess work on where gaps may lay in your spring display.  



 

 

Courtesy of the Morcott Gardening Club’s discount at Sutton seeds (see below for details), 
salad and vegetable seeds have been ordered and sown in 
the greenhouse.  The first batch of mixed salad leaves are 
sown and the second batch will be started in a few weeks.  
Little and often with sowing means a steady stream of salad 
throughout the coming season.  Peas, mangetout and 
sugarsnaps  are growing in the greenhouse and waiting to 
go out into the veg beds.  Mixed salad leaves such as 
lettuce, beetroot spinach and herbs can easily be grown in 
small pots on windowsills.  Reuse old but clean black pots or modular trays (the ones that 
last year’s bedding plants came in). Tomatoes, courgettes, chillis and sweet peppers, all 
need a very warm (minimum 18 ⁰C) sunny position for germination.  Always label each tray 
of sowings, as it is so easy to forget what each batch is.  There always seem to be more 
seedlings than we have space for, so do share and swap with neighbours any surplus to 
requirements.  I have sown three different tomatoes, golden and red varieties so will 
definitely have some to swap later!  This year I will be heeding my ownadvice and labelling 
everything multiple times.  Last year there were no red tomato varieties in our greenhouse 
as I had managed to give them all away! 

Happy gardening! 
Amanda Banfield 

Sutton seeds offer a discount of 50% for seeds and 15% on other products through Morcott 
gardening club.  If you would like to use this offer, please contact me: 747810 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Parish Priest’s Postscript 

Churchwardens 

At least one of our parishes is in need of new churchwardens.  Our wardens are a 
committed, caring and cohesive bunch and it has been a privilege to work with them for the 
past 5 years – years during which there has been no significant change in personnel. One 
has served for 40 years and shows no sign of tiring! However, others deserve a rest. So who 
will replace them?  Is it your turn? 

You may like to know that churchwardens only serve for one year. It is not a life sentence. 
However, they generally enjoy the challenge and see the sense in continuing for several 
years.  Barrowden have just put a cap of 6 years on the role. But a churchwarden can stand 
down at any time.  It is a voluntary post and a critical one in any village community.  

Is there a definition? Try this: 



 

 

The churchwardens when admitted are officers of the bishop. They shall discharge such 
duties as are by law and custom assigned to them; they shall be foremost in representing 
the laity and in co-operating with the incumbent; they shall use their best endeavours by 
example and precept to encourage the parishioners in the practice of true religion and to 
promote unity and peace among them. They shall also maintain order and decency in the 
church and churchyard, especially during the time of divine service. (Canon Law E1.4) 

If you think that you might be able to strengthen your village community by exploring this 
role further, then please have a word with any of the wardens or with me, in confidence.  
To be elected as a warden, parishioners have to be 16 years old or over. Now there’s a 
challenge! 

Stewardship 

Because of the pandemic none of our parishes have had cash coming into the collection 
place, or been able to hold a Renewal Campaign, but all our churches rely for their financial 
survival on the generosity of folk who give weekly to The Church. Stewardship is as 
important as that. 

If you are thinking of renewing your giving without a prompt, then you may be interested in 
the following ‘giving’ statistics released in February by The Church of England. 

The average giving per person per week varies across the country with a clear division 
between north and south:  

Giving in the South is exemplified by the Diocese of London (average £25.20 per week) or 
Bristol (£17.10 per week). Giving in the North varies between Carlisle at £8.20 per week to 
York, £10.10 per week. 

All of us need a yardstick for our giving. No-one can dictate to us – only our Christian 
consciences – but these statistics give us an idea of the pattern across the country and can 
therefore inform our own decisions.  

Whatever you give, if it is regular, it does help our diligent parish treasurers to budget going 
forward. 

 

 


